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BY RICHARD ROSSER

Rita Case at
Habitat for Humanity

RITA CASE IS HELPING TO BUILD
HOMES AND HOPE FOR FAMILIES

hile strolling around the 76 houses located In the “Rick Case Habitat

Community” in Pompano Beach with Rita Case, you can sense her

deep passion for the project and her urgency Lo assist more working
families In achleving the dream of home ownership. | have Interviewed many clvic
leaders over the years, but Rita 15 1n a special league of dedicated volunteer lead-
ers: she does 1t all. She funds projects and uses her relationships with other lead-
ers [o get more funding, but she also learns about the people who will be directly
served. Case also swings a hammer beside those she assists to own thelr homes.
She has a solld understanding of thelr problems and works hard to solve them.

As the current leader of the Rick Case Automotive Group, she knows a lotabout running
a large, successiul organization. Her work with countless charities during her decades
of community service s well documented, and her
many awards attest to how much she 1s appreclated.

I had reached out 1o Mancy Robin, the current CEQ of
Habtat For Humanity of Broward, to learn more about
housing for lamilies — what many believe 1s the single
biggest concern for familles in the reglon. | learned that
being accepted as a Habitat family 1= much more difficult
than getting Into an elite university. OF the 35,000 familles
Interested In applying last October for the recent round
of house allocations, only 50 were awarded the opportu-
nity to help bulld and then pay a morigage on a house.

“We have the 76 homes and two parks here, but this
project put usin a position to bulld more, and we have
over 100 homes under construction now,” stated Robin.

“Thinking back to bullding three or four homes ata Ume






Researchers at Florida International University
conducted a study recently which shows familles
are thrving In the community and Improving
the surrounding are. This 1s critical for
getting approval and funding for
future projects of this scale.
“The kads In here are

To mc, home graduating at a better rate,
- - they are staying In school
ouncrship is one of the w b i
like we did for 40 maost impurtﬂnt_tmeﬂcﬂn while clting many other
years_. we have posltive benefits. “l
bullt over 600 In dreams. It brings stability love talking about this
the county. But " place. The value of these
this project was fﬂ_}"ﬂﬂl"fﬂmq}]‘. it builds homes has Increased
somuch bigger 3 LI : . tremendously. The first
than we had ever ”"!‘h dence and Sfff-f.\ﬂ'.’f‘lﬂ. home was dedicated In
even Imagined In Rita Case 2019 and has Increased
the past” proudly T2% Invalue over five years.”
proclaimed Case. “We haven't lost one hiome-
She also knows her statls- owner from this community,” said
t1cs about the project's iImpact Case. To be clear, this can surely be
on the Pompano Beach area around attributed to the rizorous applicatlon process
this new commumity. “The homeowners ad)acent and required training given to all Habitat family
Lo this community - unemployment 15 now 7% less members about homeownership and other life skills.
than the rest of Pompano, and thelr home values Cetting a Habitat house 1s similar to winning the
have appreclated more than the city of Pompano” lottery, but with a lot of sweat equity and ongoing
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work Lo maintain the house and the commumnity.
Many Habitat homeowners are hard-work-
ing individuals who hold reputable positions,
such as supervisors, managers, teachers and
pollce officers. However, they are unable to
qualify for bank financing and thus, seek assis-
tance from Habicar (Habitat will not accept ap-
plhicants who do qualify for bank financing.)
As Case showed me some of the new homes,
she pointed out, “These two-story homes are
new Lo Habitar We had a donor that wanted
Lo provide a garage for the family. This mod-
el was so popular that donor Increased thelr
support to provide these blgger homes™
Durnng ourwalk, one of the newest residents said,
“Itis a safe haven for the kids; they love Ithere, espe-
Clally during the holidays when they are all running
Aaround the community” The community 18 currently
comprised of about 200 children and 100 adults.
One way Habitat pets sponsors for individ-
ual homes 1s through corporate sponsorships.
On Aprl 20 of this year, another*CEQ Bulld®
will occur, with area business leaders volun-
Leering o swing hammers on the next house
Lo be completed. This type of Introduction to
Habitat 1s engaging leaders Lo sponsor new home
bullds, which currently cost about $125,000.

Tove
falking about
this place.

Rita Case

It's clear to Case that this type of project - Th
homes bullt on one parcel, 15 a sold way to build
more homes at a pace much greater than in the
pasL “The trick 1s to get more people ke me
Involved Ingetting bigger pleces of land. I'm
working with the Ansin family again on a projper-
ty In north Miami-Dade. Once you have the land
and infrastructure, 1t1s not that different for us to
gel Individual home sponsors.” explained Case,

“Tome, home ownership 1s one of the
mostimportant American dreams.” sald

Case. “ILbrings stability to your family, It i g‘;fﬁﬂ

bullds confidence and self-esteem.” & community named for her
late husband Rick, which
now includes two-stony

To learn more aboul Habtial for Humanity ey -

of Broward or for how [o gel involved, vist mcasegg

habtiatbroward.org hiard at work
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